
Highworth Methodist Church 40th Anniversary Celebration. 

 

At the end of November 2004, the Methodist Church in Highworth will be 

celebrating 40 years in its present building. Prior to 1964 there had been 2 

Methodist Churches in Highworth, one in the building now known as the Silver 

Threads Hall and the other in that now used by the Highworth Silver Band on the 

Lechlade Road.    

 It had been in 1831 that a group of missionaries had visited the town and by 

1838 the first Methodist chapel had been built. By 1850 this was bursting at the 

seams so it was decided to knock it down. A new chapel was built in the Elms in 

1856. Another Methodist chapel had been built on the Lechlade Road in 1842. 

 By the early 1960s the Elms Chapel was proving too small for the number 

of people attending and the congregations from the 2 Churches met together to 

plan and prepare for a new building. Much prayer, sacrificial giving and hard work 

in raising money followed, even the running of an all-night café serving meals to 

folk who passed through Highworth. God blessed the people and their work and a 

new Methodist Church was built on what had been the Welcome Home Field on 

the Lechlade Road.  

In 1964 the new Methodist Church was opened, but by the mid 1980s this 

building was also too small for the growing congregation. A major extension and 

re-furbishment was undertaken, again with much prayer, and the enlarged church 

opened in October 1992. 

 This month we celebrate God’s faithfulness as we look back over the last 

40 years, and indeed over all 173 years. We do indeed sing with great thankfulness  

 

‘How good is the God we adore, 

Our gracious, unchangeable friend, 

Whose love is as great as His power, 

And neither knows measure nor end. 

 

‘Tis Jesus the first and the last, 

Whose Spirit shall guide us safe Home, 

We’ll praise Him for all that is past, 

And trust Him for all that’s to come.’ 

 

 In amazing ways God has undertaken and provided for the church through 

all the years, proving that He is alive and involved in Highworth and its people. 

We praise and thank Him for all His love and care. 

 The celebrations will be led by Martin Cavander, with a Study day on 

Saturday 20th November and our 40th Anniversary services on Sunday 21st at 

10.30am and 6.00pm. 


